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Patterson Elementary named a best place to work in Valley

By Emily Gersema
THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

While waiting near the front desk of
Gilbert’s Patterson Elementary School,
you could hear a boy singing to himself as
he waits for the principal.

Two little blonde girls marched out of
the nurse’s office hand in hand. Principal
Nonda Chomokos, a k a “Mr. C,” greeted
two boys in the hallway, putting his hands
on their shoulders and asking how
they're doing.

Last month, Patterson Elementary was
named one of the best places to work in
the Valley by Phoenix Magazine. Teach-
ers and staff members had filled out a
survey about their school that led to the
honor.

The school had earned similar acco-
lades in a 2007 survey by the Phoenix
Business Journal and BestCompaniesAZ.
Patterson then ranked 16th out of 30 best
work places.

What's the secret?

Teachers and staff members point to a
warm atmosphere — and to Chomokos.

MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC

Principal Nonda Chomokos gets a hug
from third-grader Charis Han.

They credit him with setting an example
to live by, as he offers teachers and stu-
dents encouragement to succeed and
support to try out new ideas or activities.
“This school in particular is very much
about family and community,” said Jerri
Harrison, a sixth-grade teacher.
Patterson, near Lindsay and Guada-
lupe roads, has become a destination
school for teachers and students.
Teachers try to squeeze in when open-

ings are posted, and several students liv-
ing outside of the elementary school’s
boundaries attend through the state’s
open-enrollment option.

Harrison had worked there from 1998
until 2002, then left for another opportu-
nity. But she missed Patterson and tried
to come back. While waiting, she worked
elsewhere in the district. It took her six
years to get back on board.

“T love it. I love it here. ’'m not ever
leaving again,” Harrison said.

Denise Gredler, the founder of Be-
stCompaniesAZ, said she had encour-
aged teachers to fill out the survey for
Phoenix Magazine because she recog-
nized elements that made it a supportive
environment while researching schools
for her son.

Those characteristics included the dis-
trict’s strong philosophy for teaching the
citizen-building program, Character
Counts, which teaches kids about respect
and compassion.

Gredler said her son Max, 10, now goes
to Patterson, where he has thrived.

Gredler, Harrison and other staff
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o Only 1% of dentists nationwide
graduate from a cosmetic type
of advance training institute.

Welcome Back Winter

Visitors Call to Hear
About our Low Prices

Dr. Luke
Denton,
D.D.S.
Limited to
Implant &
Cosmetic
Dentistry

Here’s What Our Patienis Are Saying About Us:

FIKING YOUR SMILE USING IMPLANTS & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
IS AN INVESTMENT IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE

ALL TREATMENTS DONE IN-HOUSE
The Best of the Best

e [r: Luke Denton has graduated with honors from the
distinguished Hornbrook Group national clinical training program.

Dr. Robinson.

FINANCING AVAILABLE ALL CREN

PAYMENTS STARTING AS LOW AS 100 PER MONTH

Implantand cosmetic dentistry are popular and rapidly growing fields. So much so that some dentists have ventured
into these fields but do not have the wealth of experience necessary because it is not their primary focus.

18 Years Experience Arizona Center for Implant Dentistry has been limited to
implants for over 18 years, with its founder Dr. Dane Robinson leading the charge
bringing this technology to the public. Working in partnership with Dr. Robinson
is Dr. Luke Denton, graduate of the University of the Pacific School of Dentistry.
Dr. Denton has now taken the lead role as Dr. Robinson's facus has changed in
a new direction. Dr. Denton selected implantology as a focus of intense study
over general dentistry early on in his career. Because of this decision he chose
Dr. Robinson as his mentor. Working side by side with Dr. Robinson, Dr. Denton
has been awarded a certificate of completion of an Implantology Internship from

members said they believe Chomokos,
who has worked at Patterson for 19 years,
also is a key reason the school is so wel-
coming.

Chomokos knows every student, and
visits classrooms every day. In the morn-
ing, parents and staff said, he greets fam-
ilies as they drop off their children for
school.

“Kids will hug him while he’s out on
duty,” said Brenda Strom, the school
nurse.

She noted, too, that he allows teachers
and herself to try out new methods or
programs.

“Our principal is the type that he’s so
motivating, and so you’'ll just want to do
the extra things, and do the things to keep
everyone healthy,” Strom said.

The school also has been deemed an
“excelling school” — the top rank given to
schools by the Arizona Department of
Education based on ATMS test scores and
other related factors. This fall, the school
also met the federal standards for student
improvement, known as adequate yearly
progress.

YPES ACCEPTED

Implant-Supported
Upper Denture

“The implants and the teeth/crowns have given me so much more confidence. | hated my flipper/partial and | was always so nervous
about smiling. Now | absolutely love to'smile! The teeth look so natural. Now | get compliments on my teeth. | am so glad | did this!”

Three Implants, One Veneer

“I'would do the procedure again in a heartbeat! I'm really impressed with the way the doctor did my treatment and that | had little to
no discomfort. The procedure has freed me. It is liberating to know that | can eat and chew whatever | want and it looks so good! |
wish | could tell everybody how great Dr. Denton and the procedure is. | more than recommend him.”

Upper Implant Support Denture, Lower Veneers

® Arizona Center for Implant Dentistry

Who can benefit from dential implant treatment? “Anybody with missing teeth or anyone who is unhappy
with their smile,” says Dr. Denton. “l am still surprised at how many people walk through our door who for
years have had difficulty eating or are afraid to smile, but have never been given the option of dental implants.”
Through the combination of dental implants, porcelain crowns, veneers, or implant supported dentures a new
smile can be created, and function can be restored. Dr. Denton places hundreds of dental implants each year.
He also creates the teeth to fit aver the implants, and places crowns and vensers on natural teeth to create
beautiful smiles. “Itis amazing what 10 porcelain veneers can do to completely transform one's smile,” states
the doctor. He is a graduate of the well known Hornbrook Group esthetics and occlusion courses and continues
to keep up-to-date on the most current technology and methods through frequent continuing education.

For questions about implant or cosmetic dentistry, or to schedule an appointment, please call (480)491-1313.

2103 E. Southern Ave., Tempe | 480.491.1313

Through the month of December, consultations are now free of charge.

WWW.ARIZONAIMPLANTDENTIST.COM




